Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 153853 
ORIGIN INR-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 NEA-11 10-13 ISO-OO SSM-03 
SIG-03 SS-15 SP-02 NSC-05 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 /085 R 

DRAFTED BY INR/RNA/NE:AAVACCARO:JVW 

APPROVED BY INR/RNA: PJGRIFFIN 

SSM:CWKONTOS 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 

SSM 

109395 162200Z/66 

P 162013Z JUN78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION SINAI PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 
USINT BAGHDAD PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DOHA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SANA PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 153853 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT WASHDC 0000 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 153853 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: EG, IS, PINR 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SUBJECT: INTSUM 587 - JUNE 16, 1978 

LONDON FOR KINSOLVING 

PARIS FOR NICHOLAS MURPHY 

OTHER ADDRESSEES FOR CHIEFS OF MISSION 

1 . LEBANON. THE ASSASSINATION OF TONY FRANJIYAH WILL 
VERY PROBABLY CAUSE SEVERE STRAINS IN THE CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY AND MAY BE USED AS AN EXCUSE BY LEBANESE MUSLIMS 
AND PALESTINIANS TO RESIST UNWELCOME POLICIES OF THE SARKIS 
GOVERNMENT. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE THAT THE INITIAL 
CONCERN AMONG MANY SEGMENTS OF THE LEBANESE ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A RENEWAL OF A MAJOR CIVIL CONFLICT IS 
EXAGGERATED. THE LONG-TERM POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS, 

HOWEVER, ARE TROUBLESOME. 

2. SULAIMAN FRANJIYAH'S BACKGROUND STRONGLY SUGGESTS THAT 
HIS REACTION TO THE DEATH OF HIS SON WILL BE VIOLENT. A 
BLOOD FEUD WITH THE PHALANGE, WHILE DEBILITATING TO THE 
POLITICAL PROCESS, PROBABLY WOULD NOT PLUNGE LEBANON BACK 
INTO CIVIL WAR. INTERNAL CHRISTIAN BICKERING IS NOT LIKELY 

TO DRAW IN THE PALESTINIANS, LEBANESE MUSLIMS, OR EVEN 
THE SYRIANS. EACH OF THESE PARTIES REALIZES THAT ITS 
OPEN INTERVENTION WOULD BE THE SUREST WAY OF FORCING 
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THE CHRISTIANS TO PUT ASIDE THEIR DIFFERENCES. 

3. THE SYRIANS, HOWEVER, WILL BE UNDER CONSIDERABLE 
PRESSURE FROM FRANJIYAH TO HELP HIM TAKE REVENGE. MORE- 
OVER, ASSAD AND HIS BROTHER ON THE EMOTIONAL LEVEL, WOULD 
WANT TO ASSIST. NEVERTHELESS, THEY REALIZE THAT THEIR 
INTERVENTION COULD FURTHER WEAKEN THEIR FRIEND FRANJIYAH’S 
POSITION IN THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AND COULD LEAD TO 
SYRIAN-LEBANESE CLASHES. IN THE PAST. SUCH CLASHES HAVE 
RESULTED IN HEAVY SYRIAN LOSSES. THEREFORE, WE BELIEVE 
THAT ASSAD IS LIKELY TO OFFER TACTICAL SUPPORT TO 
FRANJIYAH. BUT WILL NOT INITIATE LARGE-SCALE ATTACKS ON 
THE PHALANGE. 

4. THE KEY ELEMENT IN THE ANTI-PHALANGE CHRISTIAN COM- 
MUNITY IS SHAMOUN, WHO HAS YET TO TAKE A STRONG PUBLIC 
POSITION ON THE EVENTS. THE WEAKNESS OF THE SHAMOUNISTS 
IN DEALING WITH THE PHALANGE WAS ILLUSTRATED RECENTLY 
NORTH OF BEIRUT. DURING A PHALANGE-SHAMOUNIST DISPUTE, 
BASHIR GEMAYEL WAS ABLE TO FIELD 700 PHALANGISTS AGAINST 
100 SHAMOUNISTS, FORCING THE LATTER TO SURRENDER. 
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5. THE MOST WORRISOME ASPECT OF INCREASED STRENGTH OF THE 
PHALANGE IS ITS IMPACT ON THE PROSPECTS FOR EVENTUAL 
CHRISTIAN MUSLIM RECONCILIATION. IN THE PAST, COMMUNI- 
CATION BETWEEN THE MUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES HAS 
OCCURRED ONLY AT THE UPPER LEVELS OF SOCIETY. THE AVERAGE 
MUSLIM AND THE AVERAGE CHRISTIAN HAD LITTLE CONTACT. MOST 
PHALANGE SUPPORT IS FROM THOSE CHRISTIANS WHO DID NOT HAVE 
AND DO NOT WANT CONTACTS WITH THE MUSLIMS. FOUR YEARS 
AGO, THE PHALANGE PRIDED THEMSELVES ON THEIR MUSLIM AND 
DRUZE MEMBERSHIP. THIS IS NO LONGER THE CASE. THE UP 
SWING IN RANK-AND-FILE SUPPORT FOR THE PHALANGE, THEREFORE, 
SEEMS TO REFLECT GROWING SUPPORT IN THE CHRISTIAN COM- 
MUNITY FOR FEDERATION OR PARTITION RATHER THAN RECONCILIA- 
TION. 
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6. ACCORDING TO OUR CONSULATE GENERAL IN JERUSALEM, UN 
OFFICIALS SEEM RELATIVELY OPTIMISTIC THAT THINGS WILL BE 
WORKED OUT BETWEEN UNIFIL AND HADDAD. NEVERTHELESS, 
SERIOUS PROBLEMS REMAIN. CHRISTIAN FORCES PREVENTED UNIFIL 
ENTRY INTO SEVERAL LEBANESE VILLAGES YESTERDAY. MOREOVER, 
ARAFAT DESCRIBED THE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AS A FICTITIOUS 
OPERATION WHICH HAD LEFT "INTERNAL ZIONISTS" IN CONTROL OF 
THE BORDER REGION. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

7. EGYPT. EMBASSY CAIRO COMMENTED THAT. ON BALANCE, IT 

IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER SADAT'S DOMESTIC CRACKDOWN WILL HAVE 
SIGNIFICANT REPERCUSSIONS ON THE PEACE PROCESS UNLESS THE 
SITUATION DETERIORATES CONSIDERABLY. SADAT'S VULNER- 
ABILITY TO INTERNAL CRITICISM RUNS IN INVERSE PROPORTION 
TO PROGRESS ON THE PEACE FRONT. IF THE CRACKDOWN ON HIS 
CRITICS SUCCEEDS, HOWEVER, HIS NEGOTIATING FLEXIBILITY 
WILL PROBABLY BE STRENGTHENED FROM A DOMESTIC STANDPOINT. 
A FACTOR OPPOSITION ELEMENTS SEEM TO CONCEDE. AT THE 
SAME TIME, HIS PRESTIGE ABROAD HAS SUFFERED, AND LEFTISTS 
AND OTHER ANTI-SADAT ELEMENTS MAY SEEK TO EXPLOIT THIS. 
MEANWHILE, ACCORDING TO THE EMBASSY, THE GOVERNMENT PRO- 
SECUTOR SENT TO THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY JUNE 13 A LIST OF 
136 INDIVIDUALS WHO SHOULD BE BANNED FROM PUBLIC ACTIVITIES 
UNDER THE REFERENDUM IMPLEMENTATION LAW. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

8. PALESTINIANS. THEPLO'S RESPECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

IN KUWAIT, ALI YASIN, WAS ASSASSINATED YESTERDAY OUTSIDE 
HIS HOME. YASIN WAS A MEMBER OF FATAH, AND CONSIDERED 
TO BE A MODERATE WHO WAS CLOSE TO THE PLO SENIOR STATESMAN 
KHALID AL-HASAN. IT IS NOT YET KNOWN WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE KILLING, BUT FATAH ACCUSED IRAQI-BACKED PALESTIN- 
IAN DISSIDENTS. THE IRAQI-SUPPORTED REJECTIONIST "BLACK 
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JUNE" GROUP WAS REPORTEDLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIMILAR 
SLAYING OF THE PLO'S MODERATE LONDON REPRESENTATIVE IN 
JANUARY. THE INCIDENT COULD ALSO REFLECT THE CURRENT 
INTERNAL BICKERING IN FATAH, AND COULD LEAD ARAFAT TO 
CRACK DOWN FURTHER ON FATAH LEFTISTS. (LIMITED OFFICIAL 
USE) 

9. ISRAEL. AN ISRAELI NAVY OFFICIAL DISCLOSED YESTERDAY 
THAT THE NAVY HAS STEPPED UP ITS SECURITY PATROLS AND HAS 
BEEN STOPPING AND SEARCHING SUSPICIOUS SHIPS ON THE HIGH 
SEAS. THE TSRAF.LT NAVY HAS BEEN CRITICIZED FOR ITS POOR 
RECORD OF ALLOWING TERRORISTS TO SLIP INTO ISRAEL BY SEA; 
YESTERDAY'S STATEMENT MAY BE A MOVE TO ALLAY POSSIBLE 
PUBLIC CONCERN IN THIS REGARD IN THE WAKE OF THE IDF'S 
WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) NEWSOM 
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